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The development of Kaohsiung, the largest city in southern Taiwan and the largest seaport in Taiwan, has been an
important factor in Taiwan urban development history. Being the largest seaport in Taiwan, Kaohsiung has played
an important role in transportation development. Being the second largest city in Taiwan, and a population of over
one million, Kaohsiung is now in a cross-road towards its further prosperity. This is the main theme of this
paper--what and how Kaohsiung should do towards a 21st-century global city? This paper tries to analyze the

historical progress of Kaohsiung: How does Kaohsiung develop from a small port of 40,000 to the world’ s fourth
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largest seaport of over one million residents? What impacts does this process have on urban development and
planning in Taiwan? What does this impact on urban dvelopment in the 21st-centruy Taiwan? This paper focuses on
the one-hundred-year period since Japanese ruling Taiwan. The second part of this paper briefly describes urban
development prior to Japanese occupation. The third section focuses on the Japanese occupation period. The fourth
section analyzes Kaohsiung urban development from Taiwan was retroceded until Kaohsiung became a
municipality. The fifth section concentrates on the period after Kaohsiung became the second municipality in
Taiwan. Section six describes the vision of cross-century Kaohsiung urban development. The final section is the

conclusion.




